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Background

The 2018 Hurricane Florence Disaster Recovery Act and Act to Provide 
Additional Disaster Relief in Response to Hurricane Florence allocated 
funding to the Department of Environmental Quality for disaster relief.

• $1,600,000 was directed to the Division of Marine Fisheries to compensate 
commercial fishermen and shellfish harvesters for equipment and income 
losses from harvest reductions. (Committee Report on Hurricane Florence 
Disaster Recovery Fund, item 19, p. 4)

• $10,000,000 was directed to the Division of Marine Fisheries for commercial 
fishing assistance for persons holding a Standard Commercial Fishing License, 
Retired Standard Commercial Fishing License and N.C. Resident Shellfish 
License, Sept. 1 – Nov. 30, 2018, for reductions in landings as reported from 
trip ticket data compared with average landings over the prior comparable 
period.

o Up to $250,000 and three temporary staff can be used to administer the 
program.

• Total of $11,350,000 available for economic assistance
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Process 
Criteria to be Eligible for Assistance:

• Resident commercial fishermen and shellfish harvesters holding one of 
the following in September, October, and/or November 2018:

oStandard Commercial Fishing License 

oRetired Standard Commercial Fishing License 

oShellfish License for North Carolina Resident without a Standard 
Commercial Fishing License

• Have landings in 2015, 2016 or 2017 during the months of September, 
October or November

• Landings must be documented on trip tickets submitted to the division
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Process

Fishermen Notification and Acceptance:

• The division mails eligible fisherman their landings for the months below.

• Funds are allocated based on the average value by species from 2015-
2017 commercial landings.

• Those eligible must complete and provide required documents).

Dispute Resolution:

• Fisherman and dealers must provide evidence division’s landings data are 
incorrect.
o All historical landings data used was submitted to the division on trip tickets, 

including aquaculture-harvested product.

• Each dispute will be reviewed individually.

• Funds will be disbursed after all disputes for that month are settled.
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Process

Disbursement:

• Funds will be disbursed based on each eligible fisherman’s portion of the 

total loss for the claimed month. 

• Minimum assistance for eligible fisherman showing landings history - $50

• There are 1,782 potential claims for the month of September*.

*Estimates will change after all disputes are settled and final determination of money is 

recalculated to include only participating fishermen.
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Status

Notification:

• 1,782 licensed individuals were mailed certified return-receipt 
information in mid-December for September landings.

• Requested to reply by Jan. 4, with one of the following responses: 

1. Wants to participate, agrees with the information on file and provides 
required documents;

2. Wants to participate, but disputes the information; or

3. Declines participation.

• 769 responses received as of Jan. 8.*

*May need extension due to holiday mail delays and problems reaching all eligible 
participants.
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Moving Forward

Timeline:

January-February: First checks mailed for September landings losses

February - March:  October and possibly November landings data sent 
to eligible fishermen

March - April:  First checks mailed for October/November landings 
losses

Potential Issues/Delays:

• Delays in receipt of notification letters

• Disputes from sales not properly documented on trip tickets, including 
shellfish aquaculture products

• Not being able to locate affected fishermen
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Shellfish Aquaculture Loss Compensation

Types of Shellfish Leases and Franchises:

• Intensive: (approximately 100 leases/franchises)
o Use either floating or cage structures to grow high densities of shellfish 

(primarily oysters)

o “Plant” oyster seed for growout over 2-3 years

o Equipment intensive, including nursery and support facilities

o Loss of yearly harvest.

o Loss of future harvests – seed loss, nursery loss

o More prone to gear loss (bags breaking free during storm, etc.)

• Extensive: (approximately 260 leases/franchises)
o Plant oyster shell that is naturally seeded, remote set spat on shell, relay 

shellfish from designated areas or seed clams under protective netting

o Not as much equipment involved as intensive lease operations

o Loss of yearly harvest, loss of bottom substrate, oysters or clams

 Low Dissolved oxygen, fresh water, burial
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Programs

Division of Marine Fisheries Commercial Fishing Assistance 
Program

• Based on reductions in landings

NC Department of Agriculture 

• Based on production/seed loss
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Questions
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